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Adani is, however, expected to challenge the order in the Supreme Court.
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In a big win for residents of Yellur village and other surrounding areas in

Karnataka’s Udupi district, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) cancelled the

environmental clearance given to industry behemoth Adani to expand its

power plant in the area. Moreover, taking cognisance of the findings of an

expert committee appointed by the NGT itself, Adani was fined Rs 5 crore as

per the ‘polluters pay’ principle under Section 20 of the National Green

Tribunal Act, 2010.

The residents of the area have been complaining for years about the ill-effects

on public health and decreasing agricultural yield due to the Udupi Power

Corporation Ltd.
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The company has to pay the fine amount to the Central Pollution Control

Board as an “interim environmental compensation” within one month.

Moreover, Rs 1 lakh has to be paid by Adani to the petitioner in the case,

Balakrishna Shetty, the executive president of Janajagruthi Samithi.

The same order noted that the extension of the environmental clearance

granted in April 2002 of the current plant itself was illegal and done under

‘questionable circumstances at the request of the project proponent’.

The court further ordered that a committee comprising a senior scientist of the

Central Pollution Control Board, a senior representative of IIT Chennai and a

senior scientist at IIT Bangalore will assess the damage on account of the

environmental violations in the areas of fly ash management, ash pond,

ambient air quality, fugitive emissions, etc., which have undoubtedly caused

severe damage to the environment and ecology of the area and submit its

report within three months.

Noted human rights activist Vidya Dinker, who is associated with the case,

said, “People have been speaking against the plant for a long time but when

the Adanis took over, it was like all ways were blocked for them. Their only

hope was the court. The NGT judgement now gives us vindication and there is

hope that the proposed expansion won’t go through even though the Adanis

will appeal in the Supreme Court. At the same time, there is a feeling that

justice can prevail in this country.”

A 2012 report by a team of six scientists led by Professor TV Ramachandra

said mismanagement of the environment was evident from the contamination

of water (surface and ground), soil and air, apart from the impaired functional

aspects of the biotic elements.

The report titled ‘Environmental Profile and People’s Livelihood aspects in the

vicinity of Coal Based Thermal Power Plant’, said, “This is evident from the

reduced productivity (grains, jasmine flower, and horticultural produce –

coconut, areca nut, and livestock – milk), reproductive ability (livestock,

poultry animals). Deposition of dust on the leaves is evident during the dry

seasons. Also, deposition of dust with toxicants in the floral parts of the
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vegetation has induced phyto-toxicity leading to poor pollination and hence

reduced productivity. Reduced population of pollinators (bees, etc.) has been

reported in these villages due to the degradation of the environment.”
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